CHPTERI
NATURE, SCOPE AND SOURCES
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
History is not a mere record of the lives and
achievements of Kings and Emperors, it is more than
description of wars and conquests, court life of monarchs
and their queens, palaces intrigues and revolutions. It is no
doubt true that political history forms the rock-bed of history
in general. It is also true that history is past politics and
politics is present history. Yet politics alone do not constitute
the total history. Political life of a region or a nation is only
small part of real history. The real history largely consists
of .the study of socio-economic forces. Any historical work
of Rayalaseema would be incomplete without a survey of
socio-economic aspects which moulded the Telugu
Kannadiga heritage through the ages.
With this general view in mind and without resorting
to any rigid preconceived theory the present study makes
an attempt to fill the gap in several important aspects of
economic history of Rayaiaseema namely agriculture,
industries and trade. Since agriculture was the King r Ir o